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Of all the daring PoW escape stories that have come to light in the last 100 years and immortalized by Steve
McQueen in the film The Great Escape, the story of J.L. Hardy has to be one of the most remarkable. A PoW
for three-and-a-half years, Hardy made no less than twelve escape attempts while imprisoned by the
Germans in the First World War, five of which being successful.??In early 1915 he attempted to escape from
Halle Camp, near Leipzig, by breaking through a brick wall into an adjacent ammunition factory. After five-
months work the project proved impracticable. In the summer of 1915 he was transferred to Augustabad
Camp, near Neu Brandenburg, and after being there 10 days he managed to slip away from a bathing party
outside the camp, together with a Russian officer. After a difficult journey they covered the 50 miles to the
Baltic coast. They swam a river, were nearly recaptured once, but eventually reached Stralsund. They nearly
managed to get the crew of a Swedish schooner there to give them passage, but were arrested at the last
moment.??Hardy was returned to Halle and joined an unsuccessful attempt with a group of Russian officers
to break down a wall. He then made a solo escape attempt by picking locks and breaking through a skylight
before sliding down a rope onto the street. From here he slipped into the rain and darkness. He spoke enough
German to make his way by train to Bremen. Here, broken down by cold and hunger, the Germans
recaptured him.??He was then transferred to Magdeburg, where he escaped with a Belgian officer using
"subterfuge, audacity and good fortune". They reached Berlin by train, and went on to Stralsund. From there
they crossed to the island of Rugen, but were arrested before they could find a fishing boat to take them to
Sweden. His next prisoner of war camp was Fort Zorndorf, from where escape was virtually impossible.
Nevertheless he made several attempts, and one nearly succeeded when, with two others, he almost got out
disguised as a German soldier.??Hardy was transferred around further and made subsequent escape attempts
until he finally managed to escape for good in March 1918, after being a PoW for over three-and-a-half
years.??Written in Hardy's own words, this book reads like a wartime thriller or Hollywood screenplay and
his Great War story makes for fascinating reading.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject I Escape!: The
Great War's Most Remarkable POW suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled I Escape!: The Great War's Most Remarkable POWis the main one of several
books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Melissa Alfonso:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this I Escape!: The Great War's
Most Remarkable POW.

James Alvarez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication I Escape!: The Great War's Most Remarkable POW was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Dennis Sellers:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the I Escape!: The Great War's Most Remarkable POW when you desired it?
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