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Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of Brazil examines the dynamic interplay between the Brazilian
government and the Xavante Indians of central Brazil in the context of twentieth-century western frontier
expansion and the state’s indigenous policy. Offering a window onto Brazilian developmental policy in
Amazonia and the subsequent process of indigenous political mobilization, Seth Garfield bridges historical
and anthropological approaches to reconsider state formation and ethnic identity in twentieth-century Brazil.
Garfield explains how state officials, eager to promote capital accumulation, social harmony, and national
security on the western front, sought to delimit indigenous reserves and assimilate native peoples. Yet he
also shows that state efforts to celebrate Indians as primordial Brazilians and nationalist icons simultaneously
served to underscore and redefine ethnic difference. Garfield explores how various other social
actors—elites, missionaries, military officials, intellectuals, international critics, and the Indians
themselves—strove to remold this multifaceted project. Paying particular attention to the Xavante’s methods
of engaging state power after experience with exile, territorial loss, and violence in the “white” world,
Garfield describes how they emerged under military rule not as the patriotic Brazilians heralded by state
propagandists but as a highly politicized ethnic group clamoring for its constitutional land rights and social
entitlements.
Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of Brazil will interest not only historians and anthropologists but also those
studying nationbuilding, Brazil, Latin America, comparative frontiers, race, and ethnicity.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of Brazil:
State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante Indians, 1937-1988 is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

George Marsh:

The book Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of Brazil: State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante
Indians, 1937-1988 will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of Brazil: State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante
Indians, 1937-1988 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quicker to read the book.

Daniel Pitts:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of
Brazil: State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante Indians, 1937-1988 or others sources were given
know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Indigenous Struggle at the
Heart of Brazil: State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante Indians, 1937-1988 to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Donna Davis:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Indigenous Struggle at the Heart of Brazil:
State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante Indians, 1937-1988 to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to
be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book Indigenous Struggle
at the Heart of Brazil: State Policy, Frontier Expansion, and the Xavante Indians, 1937-1988 can to be your
brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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