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In Keith Billington’s The Last Patrol, he shares one of the most tragic stories of the far north.

It was a quiet December morning in 1910 when Inspector Fitzgerald and his crew left Fort McPherson,
Northwest Territories, on a dog team patrol to Dawson City, Yukon. Their departure was without fanfare,
and after a brief handshake and a salute, the men pulled out of the village and onto the frozen Peel River.
Sadly, these four officers of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police would be remembered as the Lost Patrol of
1911. During the grueling 764-kilometre journey, after running out of supplies and experiencing brutally
cold weather, they faced starvation and eventually froze to death.

Sixty years later, Keith Billington, an outpost nurse working in Fort McPherson, organized a re-enactment of
the historic trip using dog teams before Dempster Highway was built. Intrigued by the story of the Lost
Patrol, he recruited ten men to join him. Nine of his companions were experienced Gwich’in men, two of
whom had previously made the trip.

Unlike the original patrol, Billington’s departure attracted much media attention. On February 15, 1970,
television crews and dignitaries from different agencies all descended on Fort McPherson to document the
start of Billington’s “Last Patrol.” Some wished them well and some were convinced this expedition might
also end in disaster, or that they would be forced by harsh conditions to abandon their journey and return
home.

Billington weaves together these two stories, revealing the details behind both the men who lost their lives
and the men who risked their lives to commemorate the sacrifice made by Fitzgerald and his team. This
gripping story illustrates the commitment and determination of the men of the Royal Northwest Mounted
Police and is a tribute to the legacy of the Gwich’in people who continue to live and survive in this beautiful
but inhospitable land.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

The book The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost
Patrol make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make studying a book The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's
Legendary Lost Patrol to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and
read a book The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost
Patrol. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Angel Garcia:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest
Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Elisa Dumont:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal
Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Dorothy Vinson:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Last Patrol: Following the
Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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