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Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe
Northwest Coast peoples were maritime engineers who mastered the art of building dugout canoes from
gigantic red cedars, using only tools made from bone, stone, and wood. Ubiquitous, these elegant craft were
used for everyday and ceremonial purposes, for fishing, hunting and trading, for feasting and potlatching,
and in warfare—they were the keys that unlocked the treasure chest of the North Pacific.

Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe tells the story of the Northwest Canoe from its zenith in pre-contact times,
through its decline in the late nineteenth century, to its revival in Lootaas (Wave Eater) which Bill Reid built
for Expo '86, to its culmination with the Tribal Canoe Journeys of the twenty-first century and The Spirit of
Haida Gwaii sculptures. Bill Reid expressed awe for the traditional Haida canoe and what it represents
visually, symbolically, and culturally. In his words, "Western art starts with the figure—West Coast Indian
art starts with the canoe."

The successive journeys of Lootaas were significant stages in Bill Reid's work, which culminated with the
iconic sculpture The Spirit of Haida Gwaii, a monumental bronze canoe filled to overflowing with creatures
of Haida mythology (currently featured on the Canadian twenty-dollar bill). As a final creative act Bill Reid
requested that, at the end of his life, his ashes be transported in Lootaas paddled by a crew of his Haida
friends and relatives to Tanu, his grandmother's village in Gwaii Haanas.

The story is told through writings and artworks by Bill Reid, vivid photographs by Phillip Hersee, Ulli
Steltzer, Robert Semeniuk and others, texts by James Raffan, Martine J. Reid, and Mike Robinson and first-
hand accounts by First Nations paddlers.

Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe is a companion book to the Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe exhibition
mounted by the Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art and touring to the Canadian Canoe Museum in
Peterborough, Ontario.
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From reader reviews:

Gavin Wilkins:

The book Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Bill Reid and the Haida
Canoe? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Bill
Reid and the Haida Canoe has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Alex Santana:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Bill Reid
and the Haida Canoe is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lucy Broussard:

Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Jaime Friend:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book Bill Reid and the Haida Canoe. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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