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Fabricating Women examines the social institution of the seamstresses’ guild in France from the time of
Louis XIV to the Revolution. In contrast with previous scholarship on women and gender in the early
modern period, Clare Haru Crowston asserts that the rise of the absolute state, with its centralizing and
unifying tendencies, could actually increase women’s economic, social, and legal opportunities and allow
them to thrive in corporate organizations such as the guild. Yet Crowston also reveals paradoxical
consequences of the guild’s success, such as how its growing membership and visibility ultimately fostered
an essentialized femininity that was tied to fashion and appearances.
Situating the seamstresses’ guild as both an economic and political institution, Crowston explores in
particular its relationship with the all-male tailors’ guild, which had dominated the clothing fabrication trade
in France until women challenged this monopoly during the seventeenth century. Combining archival
evidence with visual images, technical literature, philosophical treatises, and fashion journals, she also
investigates the techniques the seamstresses used to make and sell clothing, how the garments reflected and
shaped modern conceptions of femininity, and guild officials’ interactions with royal and municipal
authorities. Finally, by offering a revealing portrait of these women’s private lives—explaining, for instance,
how many seamstresses went beyond traditional female boundaries by choosing to remain single and
establish their own households—Crowston challenges existing ideas about women’s work and family in
early modern Europe.
Although clothing lay at the heart of French economic production, social distinction, and cultural identity,
Fabricating Women is the first book to investigate this immense and archetypal female guild in depth. It will
be welcomed by students and scholars of French and European history, women’s and labor history, fashion
and technology, and early modern political economy.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

The book Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of
Old Regime France, 1675–1791 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Erin Chretien:

The particular book Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791 has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Terri Root:

Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791 can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing
Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791 yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Lanell Sessions:

This Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791 is completely new way for
you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Fabricating Women: The Seamstresses of Old Regime France, 1675–1791 can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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