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The author of the acclaimed memoir The Gate now gives us a mesmerizing account of his personal
relationship with one of the most infamous torturers of the twentieth century, and of his transformative
experience observing and participating in that man’s recent trial for war crimes.

In 1971, François Bizot was researching Khmer pottery and Buddhist ritual in rural Cambodia when, along
with two Cambodian assistants, he was arrested by Communist guerrillas on suspicion of being an American
spy. In captivity, Bizot would establish an unlikely rapport with his interrogator, Comrade Duch, a twenty-
nine-year-old former math teacher, now commander of the jungle encampment. After many long
conversations, Duch would become convinced of Bizot’s innocence, finally deciding to release his prisoner
against the wishes of his superiors, including one Saloth Sar—the future Pol Pot. And so it was on Christmas
Day 1971 that Bizot was allowed to depart the camp but obliged to leave his assistants behind.

In 1999, Bizot would hear of the arrest of the “butcher of Tuol Sleng.” This was the nom de guerre that
Comrade Duch had earned after releasing Bizot and proceeding to exterminate some ten thousand
Cambodians, including Bizot’s assistants, Lay and Son. Duch’s unexpected capture after years in hiding
presented François Bizot with his first opportunity to confront the man who’d held him captive for three
months and whose strange sense of justice had resulted in Bizot’s being the only Westerner to survive
imprisonment by the Khmer Rouge. The arrest also forced Bizot to confront a paradox: How could the man
who’d been his savior have become one of the most monstrous perpetrators of the Cambodian genocide? 

Taking part in the trial as a witness, with Duch the sole defendant, would return Bizot to the heart of
darkness. This is the testimony of what he discovered—about the torturer and about himself—on that
harrowing journey.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Facing the Torturer. Try to face the book Facing the Torturer
as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Richard Nix:

Facing the Torturer can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Facing the Torturer but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Ronald Adams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Facing the Torturer which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Facing the Torturer. This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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