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It took two millennia to prove the impossible; that is, to prove it is not possible to solve some famous Greek
problems in the Greek way (using only straight edge and compasses). In the process of trying to square the
circle, trisect the angle and duplicate the cube, other mathematical discoveries were made; for these
seemingly trivial diversions occupied some of history's great mathematical minds. Why did Archimedes,
Euclid, Newton, Fermat, Gauss, Descartes among so many devote themselves to these conundrums? This
book brings readers actively into historical and modern procedures for working the problems, and into the
new mathematics that had to be invented before they could be "solved."
The quest for the circle in the square, the trisected angle, duplicated cube and other straight-edge-compass
constructions may be conveniently divided into three periods: from the Greeks, to seventeenth-century
calculus and analytic geometry, to nineteenth-century sophistication in irrational and transcendental
numbers. Mathematics teacher Benjamin Bold devotes a chapter to each problem, with additional chapters
on complex numbers and analytic criteria for constructability. The author guides amateur straight-edge
puzzlists into these fascinating complexities with commentary and sets of problems after each chapter. Some
knowledge of calculus will enable readers to follow the problems; full solutions are given at the end of the
book.
Students of mathematics and geometry, anyone who would like to challenge the Greeks at their own game
and simultaneously delve into the development of modern mathematics, will appreciate this book. Find out
how Gauss decided to make mathematics his life work upon waking one morning with a vision of a 17-sided
polygon in his head; discover the crucial significance of eπi = -1, "one of the most amazing formulas in all of
mathematics." These famous problems, clearly explicated and diagrammed, will amaze and edify curious
students and math connoisseurs.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hofmeister:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Famous Problems of Geometry
and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Melissa Hopkins:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Famous Problems of Geometry and How to Solve
Them (Dover Books on Mathematics) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Ella Jacobs:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Famous Problems of Geometry and How to
Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Helen Williams:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Famous Problems of Geometry
and How to Solve Them (Dover Books on Mathematics) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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