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A stunning debut from an award-winning poet.

Populating a small town in the Pacific Northwest, the characters in Lucia Perillo’s story collection all resist
giving the world what it expects of them and are surprised when the world comes roaring back.

An addict trapped in a country house becomes obsessed with vacuum cleaners and the people who sell them
door-to-door. An abandoned woman seeks consolation in tales of armed robbery told by one of her fellow
suburban housewives. An accidental mother struggles to answer her daughter’s badgering about her
paternity. And in three stories readers meet Louisa, a woman with Down syndrome who serves as an
accomplice to her younger sister’s sexual exploits and her aging mother’s fantasies of revenge.

Together, Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain is a sharp-edged, witty testament to the ambivalence of
emotions, the way they pull in directions that often cancel one another out or twist their subjects into knots.
In lyrical prose, Perillo draws on her training as a naturalist and a poet to map the terrain of the comic and
the tragic, asking how we draw the boundaries between these two zones. What’s funny, what’s
heartbreaking, and who gets to decide?
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

This Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories without we recognize teach the one
who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Happiness Is a
Chemical in the Brain: Stories can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Happiness Is a Chemical
in the Brain: Stories having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Daniel Guy:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Happiness Is a Chemical in
the Brain: Stories is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Clarine Davidson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Dennis Green:

Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain: Stories can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Happiness Is a Chemical in the Brain:
Stories although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial pondering.
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