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Married or Single?, published in 1857, was Catharine Maria Sedgwick’s final novel and a fitting climax to
the career of one of antebellum America’s first and most successful woman writers. Insisting on women’s
right to choose whether to marry, Married or Single? rejects the stigma of spinsterhood and offers readers a
wider range of options for women in society, recognizing their need and ability to determine the course of
their lives.

 

Sedgwick’s touching, witty, and shrewdly observant novel centers on Grace Herbert, a New York City
socialite who must negotiate the marriage market and also learn to develop her own character and take
control of her own destiny. The story merges a wide range of popular American literary forms—including
the seduction novel, the conversion narrative, the novel of education, and social reform fiction—and
provides a window on many of the cultural and political anxieties of the 1850s beyond marriage, including
immigration, slavery, and urban poverty. Sedgwick’s lifelong concern with women’s duties to the nation as
citizens is demonstrated through her depiction of exemplary women of various backgrounds and
circumstances who illustrate the idea that becoming a worthy human being is more important than becoming
a wife, especially in a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Velez:

The book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century
American Women Writers) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Warriner:

The book with title Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) posesses
a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Arlene Farrar:

This Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Joy Carlson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women



Writers) when you necessary it?
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