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What did it mean to be a scientist before the profession itself existed? Jan Golinski finds an answer in the
remarkable career of Humphry Davy, the foremost chemist of his day and one of the most distinguished
British men of science of the nineteenth century. Originally a country boy from a modest background, Davy
was propelled by his scientific accomplishments to a knighthood and the presidency of the Royal Society. An
enigmatic figure to his contemporaries, Davy has continued to elude the efforts of biographers to classify
him: poet, friend to Coleridge and Wordsworth, author of travel narratives and a book on fishing, chemist
and inventor of the miners’ safety lamp. What are we to make of such a man?
           
In The Experimental Self, Golinski argues that Davy’s life is best understood as a prolonged process of self-
experimentation. He follows Davy from his youthful enthusiasm for physiological experiment through his
self-fashioning as a man of science in a period when the path to a scientific career was not as well-trodden as
it is today. What emerges is a portrait of Davy as a creative fashioner of his own identity through a lifelong
series of experiments in selfhood.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Experimental Self: Humphry
Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Glenna Monaghan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you obtain it
as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis)
as your daily resource information.

Sheila Seim:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a Man of Science (Synthesis) offer you
a new experience in studying a book.

Roger Hodge:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making
of a Man of Science (Synthesis) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science book, any other book likes The Experimental Self: Humphry Davy and the Making of a
Man of Science (Synthesis) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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