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Sex, privilege, corruption, and revenge--these are elements that we expect to find splashed across today's
tabloid headlines. But in 17th century England, a sex scandal in which the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven was
executed for crimes so horrible that "a Christian man ought scarce to name them" threatened the very
foundations of aristocratic hierarchy.
In A House in Gross Disorder, Cynthia Herrup presents a strikingly new interpretation both of the case itself
and of the sexual and social anxieties it cast into such bold relief. Castlehaven was convicted of abetting the
rape of his wife and of committing sodomy with his servants. More than that, he stood accused of inverting
the natural order of his household by reveling in rather than restraining the intemperate passions of those he
was expected to rule and protect. Herrup argues that because an orderly house was considered both an
example and endorsement of aristocratic governance, the riotousness presided over by Castlehaven was the
most damning evidence against him. Castlehaven himself argued that he was the victim of an impatient son,
an unhappy wife, and courtiers greedy for his lands. Eschewing simple conclusions about guilt or innocence,
Herrup focuses instead on the fascinating legal, social and political dynamics of the case and its subsequent
retellings.
In prose as riveting as the moral and legal dramas it depicts, A House in Gross Disorder reconsiders a
scandal that still speaks to contemporary anxieties about sex, good governance, and the role of law in
regulating both.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven.
Try to make the book A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven as your buddy.
It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Jill Vaughn:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd
Earl of Castlehaven will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Brandon Adams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this A
House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of Castlehaven.

Mary Barnett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled A House in Gross Disorder: Sex, Law, and the 2nd Earl of



Castlehaven can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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