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This compelling and convincing study represents the culmination of the authors' several decades of research
on the pivotal role played by elites in the success or failure of political regimes. Revising the classical theory
of elites and politics, John Higley and Michael Burton distinguish basic types of elites and associated
political regimes. They canvas political change during the modern historical and contemporary periods to
identify circumstances and ways in which the sine qua non of liberal democracy, a consensually united elite,
has formed and persisted.

The book considers an impressive body of cases, examining how consensually united elites have fostered
forty-five liberal democracies and how disunited or ideologically united elites have thus far prevented liberal
democracy in more than one hundred other countries. The authors argue that obstacles to the emergence of
elites propitious for liberal democracy are more formidable than democratization enthusiasts recognize. They
assess prospects for the transformation of disunited and ideologically united elites where they now exist, ask
whether current challenges to Western liberal democracies will undermine their consensually united elites,
and explore what the rise of the distinctive elite clustered around George W. Bush may portend for America's
liberal democracy. The authors' powerful and important argument reframes our thinking about liberal
democracy and questions optimistic assumptions about the prospects for its spread in the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald McDade:

The book Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Elite Foundations of
Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Sharon Rowe:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Elite
Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) will give you a new experience in examining a
book.

Cheryl Thornton:

Beside this specific Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) in your phone, it may
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

June Ross:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Elite Foundations of Liberal Democracy (Elite Transformations) was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you



wanted.
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