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"Why was Banaras such a mystery to me when I arrived in 1981? Was it ironically because I was an Indian
and expected to have a privileged insight into it?"

In this unusually personal, evocative account of her fieldwork experiences, Kumar tackles the dilemma of
how a Western-trained Indian intellectual adapts to the field and builds deeply affecting relationships with
strangers. She discloses what it is like to be a native researching her own culture, offering her fieldwork
memoirs in all their spontaneity and candor.

We see Banaras through her eyes when she first arrives: throngs of people, cramped and dark lodgings,
unappetizing food, mischievous monkeys, and almost overwhelming filth. But as she establishes friendships,
we are treated to her discoveries not only about the city and its people, but also about her place in this
society.

The familiar problems that face most anthropologists conducting fieldwork—of Self versus Other,
objectivity versus bias, familiar circumstances versus new and dismaying ones—are given a surprising and
complex dimension. Through a narration of her own experiences, the author demonstrates how personal
locations—habits, preferences, expectations deriving from childhood memories, and areas of
ignorance—impose themselves on the process of selection, observation, and interpretation in research.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of
Banaras is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Benjamin White:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork
Memoirs of Banaras giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Thomas Towne:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book Friends,
Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Lowell Decoteau:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Friends, Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Friends,
Brothers and Informants: Fieldwork Memoirs of Banaras. You can more attractive than now.
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