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In describing the career of Abraham Yagel, a Jewish physician, kabbalist, and naturalist who lived in
northern Italy from 1553 to about 1623, David Ruderman observes the remarkable interplay between early
modern scientific thought and religious and occult traditions from a wholly new perspective: that of Jewish
intellectual life.

Whether he was writing about astronomical discoveries, demons, marvelous creatures and prodigies of
nature, the uses of magic, or reincarnation, Yagel made a consistent effort to integrate empirical study of
nature with kabbalistic and rabbinic learning. Yagel's several interests were united in his belief in the
interconnectedness of all thing?a belief, shared by many Renaissance thinkers, that turns natural phenomena
into “signatures” of the divine unity of all things. Ruderman argues that Yagel and his coreligionists were
predisposed to this prevalent view because of occult strains in traditional Jewish thought He also suggests
that underlying Yagel's passion for integrating and correlating all knowledge was a powerful psychological
need to gain cultural respect and acceptance for himself and for his entire community, especially in a period
of increased anti-Semitic agitation in Italy.

Yagel proposed a bold new agenda for Jewish culture that underscored the religious value of the study of
nature, reformulated kabbalist traditions in the language of scientific discourse so as to promote them as the
highest form of human knowledge, and advocated the legitimate role of the magical arts as the ultimate
expression of human creativity in Judaism. This portrait of Yagel and his intellectual world will well serve
all students of late Renaissance and early modern Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Joey Leigh:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Kabbalah, Magic
and Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jesse Fox:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Kabbalah, Magic and
Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician, you can enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Edna Kissel:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Kabbalah, Magic and
Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Bethany Archie:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is identified as of book Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-
Century Jewish Physician. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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