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An environmental History of California during the Gold Rush

Between 1849 and 1874 almost $1 billion in gold was mined in California. With little available capital or
labor, here's how: high-pressure water cannons washed hillsides into sluices that used mercury to trap gold
but let the soil wash away; eventually more than three times the amount of earth moved to make way for the
Panama Canal entered California's rivers, leaving behind twenty tons of mercury every mile—rivers
overflowed their banks and valleys were flooded, the land poisoned. In the rush to wealth, the same chain of
foreseeable consequences reduced California's forests and grasslands.

Not since William Cronon's Nature's Metropolis has a historian so skillfully applied John Muir's
insight—"When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the
universe"—to the telling of the history of the American West. Beautifully told, this is western environmental
history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Mining California: An Ecological
History is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John White:

This book untitled Mining California: An Ecological History to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

David Earnest:

The book untitled Mining California: An Ecological History is the guide that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the
book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Mining California: An Ecological History from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Donald Oakes:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Mining California: An Ecological History we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Mining California: An
Ecological History. You can more pleasing than now.
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