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This is an anthology of nearly four centuries of nature writing about one of America's premier regions?the
Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Beginning with Captain John Smith's eager gaze
westward in search of gold and ending with contemporary essayist John Daniel's transformative gaze inward
in search of wilderness, The Height of our Mountains features the work of seventy of the nation's finest
writers on nature, from 1607 to 1997.

Responding to Thomas Jefferson's claim in Notes on the State of Virginia that "the height of our mountains
has not yet been estimated with any degree of exactness," Branch and Philippon have gathered a diverse
collection of written perspectives on the region in an effort to "measure" the remarkable richness of this
landscape through a variety of literary forms and styles.

The result is a wide-ranging survey that includes the colonial narratives of William Byrd and George
Washington, as well as the natural histories of John Bartram and John James Audubon; the travel narratives
of King Louis Philippe of France and the diaries and memoirs of Cornelia Peake McDonald, Walt Whitman,
and John Burroughs; works of fiction by Edgar Allen Poe and Willa Cather; speeches by James Madison,
Herbert Hover, and Franklin Roosevelt; and contemporary writings by Donald Culcross Peattie, Edwin Way
Teale, Roger Tory Peterson, Annie Dillard, Donald McCaig, Peter Svenson, and Jake Page.

The book contains a lengthy and detailed introduction on the character and form of nature writing, the
concepts of place and bioregionalism, and the literary natural history of the Blue Ridge country itself. Ample
notes, beautiful illustrations and amps, and a lengthy bibliography make this book a lasting treasure.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Height of Our Mountains:
Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Ashley Davis:

This The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah
Valley are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of
this The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah
Valley can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and
Shenandoah Valley forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Helen Leavitt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Height of Our Mountains:
Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Height of
Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley become your
own starter.

Irma Tijerina:

This The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah
Valley is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's



Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life and knowledge.
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