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By the end of the 15th century, the remains of the ancient gods littered the landscape of Western Europe.
Christianity had erased the religions of ancient Greece and Rome and most Europeans believed the
destruction of classical art was God's judgment on the pagan deities. How, then, did European artists during
the next three centuries create such monumental works as Botticelli's The Birth of Venus and Raphael's
Parnassus?
In The Mirror of the Gods, Malcolm Bull tells the revolutionary story of how the great artists of Western
Europe--from Botticelli and Leonardo to Titian and Rubens--revived the gods of ancient Greece and Rome.
Each chapter focuses on a different deity and sheds dazzling new light on such familiar figures as Venus,
Hercules, and Bacchus. Bull draws on hundreds of illustrations to illuminate the ancient myths through the
eyes of Renaissance and Baroque artists, not as they appear in classical literature. When the wealthy and
powerful princes of Christian Europe began to identify with the pagan gods, myth became the artist's
medium for telling the story of his own time. The Mirror of the Gods is the fascinating and extraordinary
story of how Renaissance artists combined mythological imagery and artistic virtuosity to change the course
of western art.
The Mirror of the Gods profoundly deepens our understanding of some of the greatest and most subversive
artwork in European history. This delightfully told, lavishly illustrated, and extraordinary book amply
rewards our ongoing fascination with classical myth and Renaissance art.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Mirror of the Gods: How
the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Mamie Shaw:

The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Melvin Robinson:

Beside this The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Mirror of the Gods: How the Renaissance Artists
Rediscovered the Pagan Gods because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

John Martindale:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Mirror of the Gods:
How the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The Mirror of the Gods: How
the Renaissance Artists Rediscovered the Pagan Gods can to be a newly purchased friend when you're



experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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