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How Successful Career Changers Turn Fantasy into Reality

Whether as a daydream or a spoken desire, nearly all of us have entertained the notion of reinventing
ourselves. Feeling unfulfilled, burned out, or just plain unhappy with what we’re doing, we long to make that
leap into the unknown. But we also hold on, white-knuckled, to the years of time and effort we’ve invested
in our current profession.

In this powerful book, Herminia Ibarra presents a new model for career reinvention that flies in the face of
everything we’ve learned from "career experts." While common wisdom holds that we must first know what
we want to do before we can act, Ibarra argues that this advice is backward. Knowing, she says, is the result
of doing and experimenting. Career transition is not a straight path toward some predetermined identity, but
a crooked journey along which we try on a host of "possible selves" we might become.

Based on her in-depth research on professionals and managers in transition, Ibarra outlines an active process
of career reinvention that leverages three ways of "working identity": experimenting with new professional
activities, interacting in new networks of people, and making sense of what is happening to us in light of
emerging possibilities.

Through engrossing stories—from a literature professor turned stockbroker to an investment banker turned
novelist—Ibarra reveals a set of guidelines that all successful reinventions share. She explores specific ways
that hopeful career changers of any background can:

Explore possible selves
Craft and execute "identity experiments"
Create "small wins" that keep momentum going
Survive the rocky period between career identities
Connect with role models and mentors who can ease the transition
Make time for reflection—without missing out on windows of opportunity
Decide when to abandon the old path in order to follow the new
Arrange new events into a coherent story of who we are becoming.

A call to the dreamer in each of us, Working Identity explores the process for crafting a more fulfilling
future. Where we end up may surprise us.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Wood:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Working Identity: Unconventional Strategies for
Reinventing Your Career. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book Working Identity: Unconventional Strategies for Reinventing Your Career.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able
to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's study.

James Wendler:

The actual book Working Identity: Unconventional Strategies for Reinventing Your Career will bring you to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Working Identity: Unconventional
Strategies for Reinventing Your Career is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Melanie Young:

The guide untitled Working Identity: Unconventional Strategies for Reinventing Your Career is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Working Identity: Unconventional Strategies for Reinventing
Your Career from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Roberta Lawrence:

The book Working Identity: Unconventional Strategies for Reinventing Your Career has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.
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