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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject Literature - Comparative Literature, grade: 1,0, Brown
University (Department of History), course: European Intellectual History: Discovering the Modern, 12
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Although political philosophers like Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, John Locke and Thomas Hobbes thought it important that all individuals be free to govern
themselves, they often based their theories of representative democracy on the nuclear family as the smallest
unit in society. Since families are formed by individuals, how is it possible that these thinkers dismissed the
voice of one half of the population - women?

This essay examines how gender notions shifted in the century between the publication of Rousseau’s Émile
in 1762 and Mill’s “The Subjection of Women” in 1869. How can Rousseau’s general desire for equality and
freedom of the individual be combined with his claim that women need to be complementary and serviceable
to men? How does Mill’s concept of domesticity and his assumption that women would prefer the domestic
realm, when given the choice between having a career or creating a home, relate to Rousseau’s ideas of
domesticity?
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From reader reviews:

Diana Saffold:

The book Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing gender notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart
Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women" can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing
gender notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women"?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing
gender notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women"
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Esther Watson:

This Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing gender notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill
in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women" book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing gender notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart
Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women" without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing
gender notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women"
can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing gender notions of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women" having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Daniel England:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing gender notions of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women" why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.



Jamie Norman:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Compulsory Domesticity? - Comparing gender
notions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Stuart Mill in "Émile" and "The Subjection of Women" can be
the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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