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Were Thomas Jefferson alive to read this book, he would recognize every sentence, every elegant turn of
phrase, every lofty, beautifully expressed idea. Indeed, every word in the book is his. In an astonishing feat
of editing, Eric S. Petersen has culled the entirety of Thomas Jefferson’s published works to fashion thirty-
four original essays on themes ranging from patriotism and liberty to hope, humility, and gratitude. The
result is a lucid, inspiring distillation of the wisdom of one of America’s greatest political thinkers.

From his personal motto—“Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God”—to his resounding discourse on “life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness” in the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson defined the essential truth
of the American spirit. In the essays that Petersen has crafted from letters, speeches, and public documents,
Jefferson’s unique moral philosophy and vision shine through. Among the hundreds of magnificent
sentences gathered in this volume, here are Jefferson’s pronouncements on

Gratitude: “I have but one system of ethics for men and for nations—
to be grateful, to be faithful to all engagements and under all circumstances, to be open and generous.”

Religion: “A concern purely between our God and our consciences.”

America’s national character: “It is part of the American character to consider nothing as desperate; to
surmount every difficulty with resolution and contrivance.”

Public debt: “We shall all consider ourselves unauthorized to saddle posterity with our debts, and morally
bound to pay them ourselves.”

War: “I abhor war and view it as the greatest scourge of mankind.”

In stately measured cadences, these thirty-four essays provide timeless guidance on leading a spiritually
fulfilling life. Light and Liberty is a triumphant work of supreme eloquence, as uplifting today as when
Jefferson first set these immortal sentences on paper.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Light and Liberty: Reflections on the
Pursuit of Happiness (Modern Library) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Annetta Doucette:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Light and Liberty: Reflections on the
Pursuit of Happiness (Modern Library) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Alicia Cain:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This e-book Light and Liberty: Reflections on the Pursuit of Happiness (Modern Library) was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Timothy Wrobel:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Light and Liberty: Reflections on the Pursuit of Happiness (Modern Library) we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with this book Light and Liberty: Reflections on the Pursuit of Happiness (Modern Library). You
can more desirable than now.
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