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Essay from the year 2005 in the subject History Europe - Germany - World War I, Weimar Republic, grade:
1,7, University of Birmingham, language: English, abstract: Although it ended over a lifetime ago, the First
World War is still present in the memory of today’s British society. It was the massive, and in the British
national experience, unprecedented number of casualties that made it “The Great War” in the perception of
the British public. To face the challenge of total war both political practice and economy had to be
transformed radically and, in a dramatically short period of time, hundreds of thousands of men had to be
raised for the military forces. The whole society endured a heavy burden and was profoundly changed during
the wartime.
This essay investigates the major impacts of the First World War on the British society. Therefore, after
describing the upcoming nationalism and a promoting class consciousness, both caused by the war, the
examination focuses on the impact of the war on everyday life. Finally, the impact of the war on the British
political culture is described.

II. Heightened Nationalism and Class Consciousness
Although the conflicts with some of her European colonial rivals in the late 19th century and the early 20th
century led to an increasing effort in improving the logistic and training of Britain’s military, resulting, for
example, in the creation of the Committee of Imperial Defence (1902), the General Staff (1904) and the
Officers’ Training Corps , the military force Britain could raise at the beginning of World War I was,
compared to the major continental powers France and Germany, relatively small. At the outbreak of war in
August 1914, the British army had a regimental strength of less than a quarter of a million men. With regard
to the high number of casualties the first severe battles in France claimed, the British government soon called
for a much larger army. The Minister of War, Lord Kitchener, demanded a whole New Army and in response
to his famous exhortation “Your country needs YOU” over a million men had volunteered by Christmas
1914. By the end of the war in 1918, 5.2 million men had served in the army, over half of them as volunteers.
Most of this mass army consisted of soldiers coming from the working class. The reasons for the thousands
of workingmen joining the military forces were manifold: many saw in their service a chance to get away
from the dull and hard working-life or to escape unemployment; some expected to see other countries and to
come home as heroes. But one of the most influential reasons seems to have been the workers’ fundamental
loy
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From reader reviews:

Martin McDaniel:

The publication with title Major impacts of World War I on the British society includes a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Agustin Byler:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Major
impacts of World War I on the British society your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of.
The Major impacts of World War I on the British society giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Donald Chen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Major impacts of World War I on the British
society e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Major impacts of World War I on the British
society as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ana May:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Major impacts of World War I on the British society when you essential it?
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