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"In the days before the Internet, books like Rachel Carson's Silent Spring and Marjorie Stoneman Douglas'
River of Grass were groundbreaking calls to action that made citizens and politicians take notice. Mirage is
such a book."

—St. Petersburg Times

“Never before has the case been more compellingly made that America’s dependence on a free and abundant
water supply has become an illusion. Cynthia Barnett does it by telling us the stories of the amazing
personalities behind our water wars, the stunning contradictions that allow the wettest state to have the most
watered lawns, and the thorough research that makes her conclusions inescapable. Barnett has established
herself as one of Florida’s best journalists and Mirage is a must-read for anyone who cares about the future
of the state.”

—Mary Ellen Klas, Capital Bureau Chief, Miami Herald

“Mirage is the finest general study to date of the freshwater-supply crisis in Florida. Well-meaning villains
abound in Cynthia Barnett’s story, but so too do heroes, such as Arthur R. Marshall Jr., Nathaniel Reed, and
Marjorie Harris Carr. The author’s research is as thorough as her prose is graceful. Drinking water is the new
oil. Get used to it.”

—Michael Gannon, Distinguished Professor of history, University of Florida, and author of Florida: A Short
History

“With lively prose and a journalist’s eye for a good story, Cynthia Barnett offers a sobering account of water
scarcity problems facing Florida—one of our wettest states—and the rest of the East Coast. Drawing on
lessons learned from the American West, Mirage uses the lens of cultural attitudes about water use and
misuse to plead for reform. Sure to engage and fascinate as it informs.”

—Robert Glennon, Morris K. Udall Professor of Law and Public Policy, University of Arizona, and author
of Water Follies: Groundwater Pumping and the Fate of America’s Fresh Waters



Part investigative journalism, part environmental history, Mirage reveals how the eastern half of the
nation—historically so wet that early settlers predicted it would never even need irrigation—has squandered
so much of its abundant freshwater that it now faces shortages and conflicts once unique to the arid West.

Florida’s parched swamps and supersized residential developments set the stage in the first book to call
attention to the steady disappearance of freshwater in the American East, from water-diversion threats in the
Great Lakes to tapped-out freshwater aquifers along the Atlantic seaboard.

Told through a colorful cast of characters including Walt Disney, Jeb Bush and Texas oilman Boone
Pickens, Mirage ferries the reader through the key water-supply issues facing America and the globe: water
wars, the politics of development, inequities in the price of water, the bottled-water industry, privatization,
and new-water-supply schemes.

From its calamitous opening scene of a sinkhole swallowing a house in Florida to its concluding meditation
on the relationship between water and the American character, Mirage is a compelling and timely portrait of
the use and abuse of freshwater in an era of rapidly vanishing natural resources.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Mirage: Florida and the
Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Erich Arnold:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water
of the Eastern U.S. e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Mirage: Florida
and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Cierra Persaud:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the
Eastern U.S. was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Mirage: Florida
and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S. has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Macie Austin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S.. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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