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For many outsiders Thailand still conjures up images of the East at its most mysterious and enchanting – a
view largely formed by Hollywood films like The King and I. Never conquered by foreigners, this proud and
ancient land has been shaped by Buddhism, the monarchy, and the military. Today it is a representative
democracy with a populist female prime minister, and is ranked among the tiger economies of Southeast
Asia. It is a manufacturing powerhouse, the world’s largest rice exporter, and a tourist paradise that
welcomes 22 million visitors a year to its beach resorts and its vibrant capital, Bangkok.
 
Yet despite the veneer of Western modernity, the country and its people remain an enigma for many visitors,
smiling and inscrutable. It conceals a unique system of personal values and attitudes, developed over
centuries. You may find that Thais react to you in surprising and unexpected ways, coming as they do from a
culture based on respect, status, self-control, non-confrontation, and harmony. They are also naturally
generous and have a great love of fun. Thais put a great deal of effort into social skills in order to maintain
social harmony, and one of their most potent weapons is the smile that puts people at ease and helps to
defuse a difficult situation.
 
This new, updated edition of Culture Smart! Thailand describes how the Thai people view the world and
themselves. It examines the impact of religious beliefs and history on their lives, as well as the continuing
importance of the monarchy. It looks at recent social and political developments, including the current
tensions in the south. Above all, it helps visitors to become more culturally aware and so better able to
interact successfully with the locals. Thailand’s charm lies in being different, and visitors who make an effort
to understand the differences will find their stay in “The Land of Smiles” a richly rewarding experience.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture content conveys
the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Thailand - Culture Smart!:
The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Serafina Hayes:

The particular book Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Brian Mejia:

Beside this particular Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs &
Culture because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

George Chadwick:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thailand - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide
to Customs & Culture can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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