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A survey of Western esoteric currents since late antiquity, with an emphasis on the last six centuries.

Widely received in France, this brief, comprehensive introduction to Western esotericism by the founder of
the field is at last available in English. A historical and pedagogical guide, the book is written primarily for
students and novices. In clear, precise language, author Antoine Faivre provides an overview of Western
esoteric currents since late antiquity. The bulk of the book is laid out chronologically, from ancient and
medieval sources (Alexandrian hermetism, gnosticism, neoplatonism), through the Renaissance up to the
present time. Its coverage includes spiritual alchemy, Jewish and Christian Kabbalah, Christian theosophy,
Rosicrucianism, Illuminism, ‘mystical’ Free-Masonry, the Occultist current, Theosophical and
Anthroposophical Societies, the Traditionalist School, and ‘esotericism’ in contemporary initiatic societies
and in New Religious Movements. Faivre explores how these currents are connected, and refers to where
they appear in art and literature. The book concludes with an annotated bibliography, which makes it an
essential resource for beginners and scholars alike.

Antoine Faivre is Professor Emeritus at the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Religious Studies), Sorbonne.
He has published extensively, including Access to Western Esotericism and The Golden Fleece and
Alchemy, both also published by SUNY Press.

Christine Rhone has translated numerous books, including Faivre’s Theosophy, Imagination, Tradition:
Studies in Western Esotericism, also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohe:

The book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions)? Several of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in
Western Esoteric Traditions) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Samuel Gorman:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a e-book. The book Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western
Esoteric Traditions) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Robert Nichols:

This Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) in
your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Tracy Cluck:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western



Esoteric Traditions) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.

Download and Read Online Western Esotericism: A Concise
History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) Antoine
Faivre #VRI51DMWSZ6



Read Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in
Western Esoteric Traditions) by Antoine Faivre for online ebook

Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) by Antoine Faivre
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in
Western Esoteric Traditions) by Antoine Faivre books to read online.

Online Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric
Traditions) by Antoine Faivre ebook PDF download

Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) by Antoine
Faivre Doc

Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) by Antoine Faivre Mobipocket

Western Esotericism: A Concise History (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) by Antoine Faivre EPub


