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Two generations ago Kevin Phillips challenged Republicans to envision a southern-based national majority.
In Whistling Past Dixie, Tom Schaller issues an equally transformative challenge to Democrats: Build a
winning coalition outside the South.

The South is no longer the "swing" region in American politics -- it has swung to the Republicans. Most of
the South is beyond the Democrats' reach, and what remains is moving steadily into the Republican column.
The twin effects of race and religion produce a socially conservative, electorally hostile environment for
most Democratic candidates. What's wrong with Kansas is even more wrong in the South, where cultural
issues matter most to voters.

Yet far too many politicians and pundits still subscribe to the idea that Democrats must recapture the South.
This southern nostalgia goes beyond sentimentality: It is a dangerously self-destructive form of political
myopia which, uncorrected, will only relegate the Democrats to minority-party status for a generation. The
notion that Democrats should pin their hopes for revival on the tail of a southern donkey is no less absurd
than witnessing the children's variant of the party game, for both involve desperate attempts to hit elusive
targets while wandering around blindfolded.

Meanwhile, political attitudes and demographic changes in other parts of the country are more favorable to
Democratic messages and messengers. The Midwest and Southwest are the nation's most competitive
regions. There are opportunities to expand Democratic margins in the Mountain red states while
consolidating control over the reliably blue northeastern and Pacific coast states. Before dreaming of
fortynine-state presidential landslides like those of Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan, the Democrats ought
to first figure out how to win twenty-nine states. And that means capturing Arizona -- or even Alaska --
before targeting Alabama.

Republicans cannot win without the South, Schaller argues, but they also can't win with the South alone.
Much as Democrats were confined to the South for decades prior to the New Deal, the Democrats should
South but little else. After winning and governing successfully elsewhere, Democrats can then present their
record of achievement to the South -- the nation's most conservative region, but one that is steadily
assimilating with the politics of the rest of America and, therefore, will become more competitive in the
future.

But for now, Democrats must put strategy ahead of sentimentality. To form a new and enduring majority
coalition, they must whistle past their electoral graveyard. They must whistle past Dixie.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Chambers:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats
Can Win Without the South. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Juan Hinkson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats
Can Win Without the South, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Scott Tucker:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Whistling Past Dixie: How
Democrats Can Win Without the South that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the
South become your current starter.

Matthew Seifert:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Whistling Past Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South we can acquire more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Whistling Past
Dixie: How Democrats Can Win Without the South. You can more attractive than now.
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