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Mention “American Indian,” and the first image that comes to most people’s minds is likely to be a figment
of the American mass media: A war-bonneted chief. The Land O’ Lakes maiden. Most American Indians in
the twenty-first century live in urban areas, so why do the mass media still rely on Indian imagery stuck in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries? How can more accurate views of contemporary Indian cultures
replace such stereotypes? These and similar questions ground the essays collected in American Indians and
the Mass Media, which explores Native experience and the mainstream media’s impact on American Indian
histories, cultures, and communities.

Chronicling milestones in the relationship between Indians and the media, some of the chapters employ a
historical perspective, and others focus on contemporary practices and new technologies. All foreground
American Indian perspectives missing in other books on mass communication. The historical studies
examine treatment of Indians in America’s first newspaper, published in seventeenth-century Boston, and in
early Cherokee newspapers; Life magazine’s depictions of Indians, including the famous photograph of Ira
Hayes raising the flag at Iwo Jima; and the syndicated feature stories of Elmo Scott Watson. Among the
chapters on more contemporary issues, one discusses campaigns to change offensive place-names and sports
team mascots, and another looks at recent movies such as Smoke Signals and television programs that are
gradually overturning the “movie Indian” stereotypes of the twentieth century.

Particularly valuable are the essays highlighting authentic tribal voices in current and future media. Mark
Trahant chronicles the formation of the Native American Journalists Association, perhaps the most important
early Indian advocacy organization, which he helped found. As the contributions on new media point out,
American Indians with access to a computer can tell their own stories—instantly to millions of
people—making social networking and other Internet tools effective means for combating stereotypes.

Including discussion questions for each essay and an extensive bibliography, American Indians and the Mass
Media is a unique educational resource.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Carlson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This American Indians and the Mass Media is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Michael Garcia:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular American
Indians and the Mass Media is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Thomas Brown:

The reason why? Because this American Indians and the Mass Media is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Jack Godina:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of American Indians and the Mass Media
can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have American Indians and the Mass Media.
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