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Made doubly marginal by their gender and by their religion, American nuns have rarely been granted serious
scholarly attention. Instead, their lives and achievements have been obscured by myths or distorted by
stereotypes. Placing nuns into the mainstream of American religious and women's history for the first time,
Spirited Lives reveals their critical impact on the development of Catholic culture and, ultimately, the
building of American society.
Focusing on the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, one of the largest and most diverse American
sisterhoods, Carol Coburn and Martha Smith explore how nuns directly influenced the lives of millions of
Americans, both Catholic and non-Catholic, through their work in schools, hospitals, orphanages, and other
social service institutions. Far from functioning as passive handmaidens for Catholic clergy and parishes,
nuns created, financed, and administered these institutions, struggling with, and at times resisting, male
secular and clerical authority.
A rich and multifaceted narrative, Spirited Lives illuminates the intersection of gender, religion, and power in
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Spirited Lives:
How Nuns Shaped Catholic Culture and American Life, 1836-1920? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

William Nix:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Spirited Lives: How Nuns Shaped
Catholic Culture and American Life, 1836-1920 will make you to become smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Timothy Hardy:

This book untitled Spirited Lives: How Nuns Shaped Catholic Culture and American Life, 1836-1920 to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order
it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication
from your list.

Johnny Sutton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Spirited Lives:
How Nuns Shaped Catholic Culture and American Life, 1836-1920 which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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