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Christopher Merkner is a Shirley Jackson for the contemporary Midwest, where the ties of family and
community intersect darkly with suburban American life. In these stories, an enraged village gaslights
unsuspecting vacationers and a young man delays a impending confession, fondling the nostrils of his
mother's pet pig. Sharp and uneasy, for these inheritors of tradition, that which binds them most
closely—offering stability and identity and comfort—are precisely the qualities that set them back, pull them
down, burden, limit, and ruin them.

"Merkner’s first short story collection provides a voyeuristic vantage point on fractured lives. He has the
striking ability to turn the familiar into the uncanny and morph the comfortable into the weird, and, clearly,
he’s at home in that strange realm. In most of the stories, we witness lives at the moment an individual’s
identity begins to fray, sometimes slowly and sometimes swiftly. These changes are both painful and thought
provoking to witness through the book’s unrelenting first-person perspective. At times Merkner’s prose
evokes unease, but more often it encourages a chuckle, and his plot twists will leave even the most seasoned
reader surprised. In each story, even those that only run for three pages, the tension mounts deliciously, many
times with no foreseeable relief. The true beauty of these tales lies in their delicate endings, which manage to
both tie up loose ends and leave everything hanging, so that they are simultaneously satisfying and
mysterious. Such complexity makes great reading for lovers of short fiction, and for all who wish to witness
a new master at work."—Booklist

Christopher Merkner teaches creative writing at West Chester University. His work has appeared in Black
Warrior Review, Cincinnati Review, Fairy Tale Review, Gettysburg Review, New Orleans Review, and Best
American Mystery Stories. He and his wife and kids live in West Chester, Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

The book The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The
Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Evelyn Garcia:

Exactly why? Because this The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

John Casteel:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Rise & Fall of the
Scandamerican Domestic: Stories is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Katherine Contreras:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Rise & Fall of the
Scandamerican Domestic: Stories which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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