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Throughout the twentieth century, Isamu Noguchi was a vital figure in modern art. From interlocking
wooden sculptures to massive steel monuments to the elegant Akari lamps, Noguchi became a master of
what he called the "sculpturing of space." But his constant struggle—as both an artist and a man—was to
embrace his conflicted identity as the son of a single American woman and a famous yet reclusive Japanese
father. "It's only in art," he insisted, "that it was ever possible for me to find any identity at all."
In this remarkable biography of the elusive artist, Hayden Herrera observes this driving force of Noguchi's
creativity as intimately tied to his deep appreciation of nature. As a boy in Japan, Noguchi would collect wild
azaleas and blue mountain flowers for a little garden in front of his home. As Herrera writes, he also included
a rock, "to give a feeling of weight and permanence." It was a sensual appreciation he never abandoned.
When looking for stones in remote Japanese quarries for his zen-like Paris garden forty years later, he would
spend hours actually listening to the stones, scrambling from one to another until he found one that "spoke to
him." Constantly striving to "take the essence of nature and distill it," Noguchi moved from sculpture to
furniture, and from playgrounds to sets for his friend the choreographer Martha Graham, and back again
working in wood, iron, clay, steel, aluminum, and, of course, stone.
Throughout his career, Noguchi traveled constantly, from New York to Paris to India to Japan, forever
uprooting himself to reinvigorate what he called the "keen edge of originality." Wherever he went, his needy
disposition and boyish charm drew women to him, yet he tended to push them away when things began to
feel too settled. Only through his art—now seen as a powerful aesthetic link between the East and the
West—did Noguchi ever seem to feel that he belonged.
Combining the personal correspondence of and interviews with Noguchi and those closest to him—from
artists, patrons, assistants, and lovers—Herrera has created an authoritative biography of one of the twentieth
century's most important sculptors. She locates Noguchi in his friendships with such artists as Buckminster
Fuller and Arshile Gorky, and in his affairs with women including Frida Kahlo and Anna Matta Clark. With
the attention to detail and scholarship that made her biography of Gorky a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize,
Herrera has written a rich meditation on art in a globalized milieu. Listening to Stone is a moving portrait of
an artist compulsively driven to reinvent himself as he searched for his own "essence of sculpture."
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

The book untitled Listening to Stone: The Art and Life of Isamu Noguchi contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Susan Ford:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Listening to Stone: The Art and Life of Isamu
Noguchi can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Listening to Stone: The
Art and Life of Isamu Noguchi.

Felix Talarico:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Listening to Stone: The Art and Life of Isamu Noguchi was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Kim Nielsen:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Listening to Stone: The Art and Life of Isamu
Noguchi was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Listening to Stone: The Art
and Life of Isamu Noguchi has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading in which.
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