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There was a time when birth was treated as a natural process rather than a medical condition. Before 1800,
women gave birth seated in birth chairs or on stools and were helped along by midwives. Then societal
changes in attitudes toward women and the practice of medicine made birthing a province of the male-
dominated medical profession.

In Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine, Amanda Carson Banks examines the history of the birth chair and
tells how this birthing device changed over time. Through photographs, artists' renditions of births,
interviews, and texts from midwives and early obstetricians, she creates an evolutionary picture of birthing
practices and highlights the radical redefinition of birth that has occurred in the last two centuries.

During the 1800s the change from a natural philosophy of birth to a medical one was partly a result of
heightened understandings of anatomy and physiology. The medical profession was growing, and with it
grew the awareness of the economic rewards of making delivery a specialized practice. In the background of
the medical profession's rise was the prevailing perception of women as fragile invalids. Gradually,
midwives and birth chairs were relegated to rural and isolated settings.

The popularity of birth chairs has seen a revival in the late twentieth century as the struggle between medical
obstetrics and the alternative birth movement has grown. As Banks shows through her careful examination of
the chairs themselves, these questions have been answered and reconsidered many times in human history.
Using the artifacts from the home and medical office, Banks traces sweeping societal changes in the
philosophy of how to bring life into the world.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Childers:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Birth Chairs, Midwives, and
Medicine will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Richard Tipton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine book is readable simply by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Terry Kiser:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Birth
Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicineis the main of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Gary Roth:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Birth Chairs, Midwives, and Medicine. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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