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For decades, Elisabeth Ladenson says, critics have misread or ignored a crucial element in Marcel Proust's
fiction?his representation of lesbians. Her challenging new book definitively establishes the centrality of
lesbianism as sexual obsession and aesthetic model in Proust's vast novel A la recherche du temps perdu.
Traditional readings of the Recherche have dismissed Proust's "Gomorrah"?his term for women who love
other women?as a veiled portrayal of the novelist's own homosexuality. More recently, "queer-positive"
rereadings have viewed the novel's treatment of female sexuality as ancillary to its accounts of Sodom and its
meditations on time and memory. Ladenson instead demonstrates the primacy of lesbianism to the novel,
showing that Proust's lesbians are the only characters to achieve a plenitude of reciprocated desire. The
example of Sodom, by contrast, is characterized by frustrated longing and self-loathing. She locates the
work's paradigm of hermetic relations between women in the self-sufficient bond between the narrator's
mother and grandmother. Ladenson traces Proust's depictions of male and female homosexuality from his
early work onward, and contextualizes his account of lesbianism in late-nineteenth-century sexology and
early twentieth-century thought. A vital contribution to the fields of queer theory and of French literature and
culture, Ladenson's book marks a new stage in Proust studies and provides a fascinating chapter in the
history of a literary masterpiece's reception.
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From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Proust's Lesbianism was making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
guide Proust's Lesbianism is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Proust's Lesbianism. You never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Alma Lewis:

This Proust's Lesbianism are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this Proust's Lesbianism can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Proust's Lesbianism giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Eric Hodges:

The reserve untitled Proust's Lesbianism is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Proust's
Lesbianism from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Roland Collins:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Proust's Lesbianism provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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