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Sometimes achieving big things requires the ability to think small. This simple concept was the driving force
that propelled the Volkswagen Beetle to become an avatar of American-style freedom, a household brand,
and a global icon. The VW Bug inspired the ad men of Madison Avenue, beguiled Woodstock Nation, and
has recently been re-imagined for the hipster generation. And while today it is surely one of the most
recognizable cars in the world, few of us know the compelling details of this car’s story. In Thinking Small,
journalist and cultural historian Andrea Hiott retraces the improbable journey of this little car that changed
the world.
 
Andrea Hiott’s wide-ranging narrative stretches from the factory floors of Weimar Germany to the executive
suites of today’s automotive innovators, showing how a succession of artists and engineers shepherded the
Beetle to market through periods of privation and war, reconstruction and recovery. Henry Ford’s Model T
may have revolutionized the American auto industry, but for years Europe remained a place where only the
elite drove cars. That all changed with the advent of the Volkswagen, the product of a Nazi initiative to bring
driving to the masses. But Hitler’s concept of “the people’s car” would soon take on new meaning. As
Germany rebuilt from the rubble of World War II, a whole generation succumbed to the charms of the
world’s most huggable automobile.
 
Indeed, the story of the Volkswagen is a story about people, and Hiott introduces us to the men who believed
in it, built it, and sold it: Ferdinand Porsche, the visionary Austrian automobile designer whose futuristic
dream of an affordable family vehicle was fatally compromised by his patron Adolf Hitler’s monomaniacal
drive toward war; Heinrich Nordhoff, the forward-thinking German industrialist whose management
innovations made mass production of the Beetle a reality; and Bill Bernbach, the Jewish American
advertising executive whose team of Madison Avenue mavericks dreamed up the legendary ad campaign that
transformed the quintessential German compact into an outsize worldwide phenomenon.
 
Thinking Small is the remarkable story of an automobile and an idea. Hatched in an age of darkness, the
Beetle emerged into the light of a new era as a symbol of individuality and personal mobility—a triumph not
of the will but of the imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Samual Larkin:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the
Volkswagen Beetle is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

John Burns:

The book Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the Volkswagen Beetle has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after looking over this book.

William Wood:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Thinking Small: The Long, Strange
Trip of the Volkswagen Beetle is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Russell Thomas:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve Thinking Small: The Long, Strange Trip of the Volkswagen Beetle was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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