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Besides his more famous works of philosophy - Discourse on Method, Meditations on First Philosophy, and
Principles of Philosophy - Descartes devoted a great deal of time and thought to the study of physiology and
anatomy. An account of his activities in 1629 reports that he visited butcher shops on an almost daily basis to
study specific animal organs, and he practiced dissection and even vivisection to explore the workings of
major organ systems. In the 1630s, he assisted in the dissection of human cadavers - all to satisfy his intense
curiosity about how bodies, animal and human, work. The fruits of this research can be found in his Treatise
of Man, a work that he decided not to publish for fear of suffering the same fate as Galileo. Consequently,
this fascinating treatise did not appear until twelve years after his death.
Among its many intriguing features are his detailed descriptions of the nervous system and its interactions
with the muscles to create movement in response to stimulus. Though we now know that many of these
details are wrong, Descartes' understanding that much of the body functions as a machine was a stroke of
genius. He is the first to describe the reflex arc, anticipating Pavlov and the behaviorists by almost 300 years.
The idea of the body as a kind of animal machine that functions according to physical laws was an immense
advance over the previous scholastic notions based on Aristotle, which merely begged the question of how
the various organs of the body work by stating that it is in their nature to perform their specific functions.
This is a landmark work that students of history, medicine, biology, and the history of science will find richly
rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Witzel:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Treatise of Man
(Great Minds Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series)is the one of several books that will everyone read now.
That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Earnest Koontz:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Sophie Clark:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a book. The book Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Bonnie Parker:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Treatise of Man (Great Minds Series) when you needed it?
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