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The history of the commons -- jointly owned land or other resources such as fisheries or forests set aside for
public use -- provides a useful context for current debates over sustainability and how we can act as "good
ancestors." In this book, Derek Wall considers the commons from antiquity to the present day, as an idea, an
ecological space, an economic abstraction, and a management practice. He argues that the commons should
be viewed neither as a "tragedy" of mismanagement (as the biologist Garrett Hardin wrote in 1968) nor as a
panacea for solving environmental problems. Instead, Walls sees the commons as a particular form of
property ownership, arguing that property rights are essential to understanding sustainability. How we use
the land and its resources offers insights into how we value the environment. After defining the commons
and describing the arguments of Hardin's influential article and Elinor Ostrom's more recent work on the
commons, Wall offers historical case studies from the United States, England, India, and Mongolia. He
examines the power of cultural norms to maintain the commons; political conflicts over the commons; and
how commons have protected, or failed to protect ecosystems. Combining intellectual and material histories
with an eye on contemporary debates, Wall offers an applied history that will interest academics, activists,
and policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a
book. Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Commons
in History: Culture, Conflict, and Ecology (History for a Sustainable Future) book because this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Sally McGarvey:

Beside this kind of The Commons in History: Culture, Conflict, and Ecology (History for a Sustainable
Future) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Commons in History:
Culture, Conflict, and Ecology (History for a Sustainable Future) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Norman Ross:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is usually The Commons in History: Culture, Conflict, and Ecology
(History for a Sustainable Future). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Kenneth Rogers:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Commons in History: Culture, Conflict, and Ecology (History for a Sustainable
Future) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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