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In The Roots of Romanticism, one of the twentieth century's most influential philosophers dissects and
assesses a movement that changed the course of history. Brilliant, fresh, immediate, and eloquent, these
celebrated Mellon Lectures are a bravura intellectual performance. Isaiah Berlin surveys the many attempts
to define romanticism, distills its essence, traces its developments from its first stirrings to its apotheosis, and
shows how it still permeates our outlook. He ranges over a cast of some of the greatest thinkers and artists of
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, including Kant, Rousseau, Diderot, Schiller, the Schlegels, Novalis,
Goethe, Blake, Byron, and Beethoven. The ideas and attitudes of these and other figures, Berlin argues,
helped to shape twentieth-century nationalism, existentialism, democracy, totalitarianism, and our ideas
about heroic individuals, self-fulfillment, and the exalted place of art.

This new edition, illustrated for the first time, also features a new foreword by philosopher John Gray, in
which he discusses Berlin's belief that the influence of romanticism has been unpredictable and contradictory
in the extreme, fuelling anti-liberal political movements but also reinvigorating liberalism; a revised text; and
a new appendix that includes some of Berlin's correspondence about the lectures and the reactions to them.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Downs:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Roots of Romanticism (The
A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Stephen Wilson:

This The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. This specific The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine
Arts) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can bring any time you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) having
excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eugene Brown:

The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Dianne Janelle:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Roots of Romanticism (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your



reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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