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The monumental battles of World War II's Eastern Front—Moscow, Stalingrad, Kursk—are etched into the
historical record. But there is another, hidden history of that war that has too often been ignored in official
accounts.

Boris Gorbachevsky was a junior officer in the 31st Army who first saw front-line duty as a rifleman in the
30th Army. Through the Maelstrom recounts his three harrowing years on some of the war's grimmest but
forgotten battlefields: the campaign for Rzhev, the bloody struggle to retake Belorussia, and the bitter final
fighting in East Prussia. As he traces his experiences from his initial training, through the maelstrom, to final
victory, he provides one of the richest and most detailed memoirs of life and warfare on the Eastern Front.

Gorbachevsky's panoramic account takes us from infantry specialist school to the front lines to rear services
areas and his whirlwind romances in wartime Moscow. He recalls the shriek of Katiusha rockets flying
overhead toward the enemy and the unforgettable howl of Stukas divebombing Soviet tanks. And he conveys
horrors of brutal fighting not recorded previously in English, including his own participation in a human
wave assault that decimated his regiment at Rzhev, with piles of corpses growing the closer they got to the
German trenches.

Gorbachevsky also records the sufferings of the starving citizens of Leningrad, the savage execution of a
Russian scout who turned in false information, the killing of an innocent German trying to welcome the
Soviet troops, and a chilling campfire discussion by four Russian soldiers as they compared notes about the
women they'd raped. His memoir brims with rich descriptions of daily army life, the challenges of
maintaining morale, and relationships between soldiers. It also includes candid exposés of the many
problems the Red Army faced: the influence of political officers, the stubbornness of senior commanders, the
attrition through desertions, and the initial months of occupation in postwar Germany.

Through the Maelstrom features the swiftly moving narrative and rich dialogue associated with the grand
style of great Russian literature. Ultimately, it provides a fitting and final testament to soldiers who fought
and died in anonymity.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Through the Maelstrom: A Red
Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War Studies (Paperback)). All type of book
can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Lois Yale:

This Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War
Studies (Paperback)) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945
(Modern War Studies (Paperback)) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier's War on the
Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So
, let's have it and revel in reading.

Eleanor Rowe:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Through the Maelstrom: A
Red Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Diane Gibbons:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Through the Maelstrom: A Red
Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) as well as others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes



Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War Studies
(Paperback)) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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