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The present-day Foreign Office in Whitehall is an imposing building whose genesis is bizarre. In 1857 a
competition was held to pick an architect, which provoked a huge row between the rival 'Classical' and
'Gothic' schools, which a 'Goth' (George Gilbert Scott) won – but was then forced to re-design in Classical.
The circumstances surrounding this fiasco furnish the starting-point for this book; which then goes on to
analyse the debate that preceded this decision, for the light it sheds on the complex nature of British culture
and society then. Among issues raise were contemporary and conflicting understandings of Britain's (or
England's) national and imperial identities; of religion and morality; of history, 'modernity' and 'progress';
and of class and gender. The debate offers an unusual insight into the relationship between all these matters
and 'high culture' generally. This account of it should be of great value to cultural and social historians, as
well as to any architectural historians interested in the broader historical context surrounding this and other
great monuments of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture and the
Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861 will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or acceptable book with you?

Emma Englund:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture
and the Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Shawn Calvin:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as
of book Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture and the Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.

Louis Ono:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture and the Design of a New Foreign Office,
1855-1861 when you necessary it?
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