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"A richly detailed and sophisticated examination of...how historical and economic forces restricted women's
lives and how women devised strategies for dealing with their plight."
--Canadian Woman Studies

In this unique study of Japanese American women employed as domestic workers, Evelyn Nakano Glenn
reveals through historical research and in-depth interviews how the careers of these strong but oppressed
women affected the history of Asian immigration in the San Francisco-Bay Area. Three generations of
women speak in their own words about coping with degraded employment and how this work related to
family and community life.

The disproportionate concentration of Japanese American women in domestic service from the early part of
this century to the present resulted from their status as immigrants and women of color in a race and gender
stratified local labor market. The three generations covered by this study--pre-1924 immigrants (issei), first
American born generation (nisei), and post-World War II immigrants (war brides)--were subjected to
multiple forms of oppression but were not appendages of men nor passive victims. Dr. Glenn shows how
their struggles to achieve autonomy, dignity, and a suitable livelihood were essential to the survival of the
family and the community.

Although unique in many ways, the situation of the Japanese American woman has important parallels with
that of other women of color in the United States. Ironically her role as a domestic cast her in a menial,
degraded job but often elevated her to the position of valued confidant to her employer. Issei, Nisei, War
Bride is the first study to offer a sociological/historical perspective on these women. It addresses issues about
the nature of labor systems in capitalist economies, the role of immigrant and racial ethnic women in those
systems, and the consequences of participation in race and gender stratified systems for minority families
and communities.

Reviews

"A beautifully written, well-organized, and sociologically rich study of three generations of Japanese-
American women who worked as domestics. Glenn's study fits well into a women's studies collection,
particularly with those materials focusing on immigrants or the working class."
--Choice

"... A much welcome contribution to the literature on women and work and on Japanese American women,
in particular. Glenn has artfully combined a rich case study approach with detailed sociodemographics in an
historical framework.... Glenn writes well and skillfully incorporates detailed historical and demographic
facts with a descriptive style. The presentation of labor statistics is excellent.... This book is an important



contribution, not only to Asian American Studies but to women's studies and the literature on labor and
immigrant groups."
--Amerasia Journal

"A revealing view into the role of Japanese women immigrants in the United States not only as domestic
workers but also in their family lives. This study is enlivened by the life stories and quotations from the
women themselves..."
--Edwin O. Reischauer

"This work is a valuable contribution to the literature on immigration and an important addition to the
literature on occupations. It contains a fascinating and highly readable account of the array of perspectives on
work and family that Glenn was uniquely positioned to collect from Japanese women and provides an
extremely useful study for those who teach women and work, gender roles, and sociology of occupations
courses."
--Arlene Kaplan Daniels

About the Author(s)

Evelyn Nakano Glenn is Associate Professor of Sociology at State University of New York at Binghamton.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Matz:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Issei,
Nisei, War Bride: Three Generations of Japanese American Women in Domestic Service book as starter and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Elaine Davenport:

The actual book Issei, Nisei, War Bride: Three Generations of Japanese American Women in Domestic
Service will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Issei,
Nisei, War Bride: Three Generations of Japanese American Women in Domestic Service is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Marsha Bridges:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Issei, Nisei, War Bride: Three Generations
of Japanese American Women in Domestic Service why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

David Wilkens:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Issei, Nisei, War Bride: Three Generations
of Japanese American Women in Domestic Service is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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