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Although his career continued for almost three decades after the 1939 publication of The Grapes of Wrath,
John Steinbeck is still most closely associated with his Depression-era works of social struggle. But from
Pearl Harbor on, he often wrote passionate accounts of America’s wars based on his own firsthand
experience. Vietnam was no exception.

Thomas E. Barden’s Steinbeck in Vietnam offers for the first time a complete collection of the dispatches
Steinbeck wrote as a war correspondent for Newsday. Rejected by the military because of his reputation as a
subversive, and reticent to document the war officially for the Johnson administration, Steinbeck saw in
Newsday a unique opportunity to put his skills to use. Between December 1966 and May 1967, the sixty-
four-year-old Steinbeck toured the major combat areas of South Vietnam and traveled to the north of
Thailand and into Laos, documenting his experiences in a series of columns titled Letters to Alicia, in
reference to Newsday publisher Harry F. Guggenheim’s deceased wife. His columns were controversial,
coming at a time when opposition to the conflict was growing and even ardent supporters were beginning to
question its course. As he dared to go into the field, rode in helicopter gunships, and even fired artillery
pieces, many detractors called him a warmonger and worse. Readers today might be surprised that the
celebrated author would risk his literary reputation to document such a divisive war, particularly at the end of
his career.

Drawing on four primary-source archives?the Steinbeck collection at Princeton, the Papers of Harry F.
Guggenheim at the Library of Congress, the Pierpont Morgan Library’s Steinbeck holdings, and the archives
of Newsday?Barden’s collection brings together the last published writings of this American author of
enduring national and international stature. In addition to offering a definitive edition of these essays, Barden
includes extensive notes as well as an introduction that provides background on the essays themselves, the
military situation, the social context of the 1960s, and Steinbeck’s personal and political attitudes at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Steinbeck in
Vietnam: Dispatches from the War is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Brandon Phelan:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the guide untitled Steinbeck in Vietnam: Dispatches from the War can be good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Diane Joiner:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Steinbeck in Vietnam: Dispatches from the War. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ricky Bradley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Steinbeck in Vietnam: Dispatches from the War was
filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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