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In England in the seventeenth century, childbirth was the province of women. The midwife ran the birth,
helped by female "gossips"; men, including the doctors of the day, were excluded both from the delivery and
from the subsequent month of lying-in.

But in the eighteenth century there emerged a new practitioner: the "man-midwife" who acted in lieu of a
midwife and delivered normal births. By the late eighteenth century, men-midwives had achieved a
permanent place in the management of childbirth, especially in the most lucrative spheres of practice.

Why did women desert the traditional midwife? How was it that a domain of female control and collective
solidarity became instead a region of male medical practice? What had broken down the barrier that had
formerly excluded the male practitioner from the management of birth?

This confident and authoritative work explores and explains a remarkable transformation--a shift not just in
medical practices but in gender relations. Exploring the sociocultural dimensions of childbirth, Wilson
argues with great skill that it was not the desires of medical men but the choices of mothers that summoned
man-midwifery into being.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Making of Man-
Midwifery: Childbirth in England, 1660-1770 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Melissa Gusman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Making of Man-Midwifery:
Childbirth in England, 1660-1770 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Making of Man-Midwifery: Childbirth in England, 1660-
1770 become your personal starter.

Jenny Perez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Making of Man-Midwifery: Childbirth in
England, 1660-1770 or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Making of Man-Midwifery: Childbirth in England, 1660-1770 to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

James Valenzuela:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Making of Man-
Midwifery: Childbirth in England, 1660-1770.
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