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This is the first exhaustive study of the Urim and Thummim since 1824, and in this book Van Dam sets out
to rectify that lack of attention. He investigates all of the biblical data concerning this enigmatic oracular
means of high-priestly revelation and its connection, in the historical books of the Old Testament, with the
common phrase "to enquire of Yahweh/God."

After surveying the history of interpretation and the treatment of the terms in the various versions and
translations, Van Dam examines the implications of similar oracular devices and priestly dress within the
larger cultural context of the ancient Near East. He places the Urim and Thummim within the context of
divine revelation and human inquiry and the corollary probibition of divination in ancient Israel. He
concludes that the breastpiece functioned as a pouch to hold the Urim and Thummim, which therefore clearly
were tangible objects. Van Dam traces the use of this oracular instrument through the early monarchy under
David—from the time of Joshua through the early monarchy under David—and its apparent disappearance
by the time of the "classical" prophets, where a shift to primarily verbal oracles occurs.

Concurrent with his study of the history of the oracle, Van Dam interacts with current discussion on the
nature and process of God's revelation to humankind.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel.

Richard Swisher:

The reason why? Because this The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

William Troutt:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Urim and Thummim: A
Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jennifer Evans:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. With the book The Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book The
Urim and Thummim: A Means of Revelation in Ancient Israel. You can more pleasing than now.
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