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For decades, historians have primarily analyzed charges of black-on-white rape in the South through
accounts of lynching or manifestly unfair trial proceedings, suggesting that white southerners invariably
responded with extralegal violence and sham trials when white women accused black men of assault. Lisa
Lindquist Dorr challenges this view with a careful study of legal records, newspapers, and clemency files
from early-twentieth-century Virginia. White Virginians' inflammatory rhetoric, she argues, did not
necessarily predict black men's ultimate punishment.

While trials were often grand public spectacles at which white men acted to protect white women and to
police interracial relationships, Dorr points to cracks in white solidarity across class and gender lines. At the
same time, trials and pardon proceedings presented African Americans with opportunities to challenge white
racial power. Taken together, these cases uncover a world in which the mandates of segregation did not
always hold sway, in which whites and blacks interacted in the most intimate of ways, and in which white
women and white men saw their interests in conflict.

In Dorr's account, cases of black-on-white rape illuminate the paradoxes at the heart of segregated southern
society: the tension between civilization and savagery, the desire for orderly and predictable racial
boundaries despite conflicts among whites and relationships across racial boundaries, and the dignity of
African Americans in a system dependent on their supposed inferiority. The rhetoric of protecting white
women spoke of white supremacy and patriarchy, but its practice revealed the limits of both.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving White Women, Rape,
and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you are able to pick White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960
become your own personal starter.

Louie Thompson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in
Virginia, 1900-1960 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question White Women, Rape,
and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 as good book not only by the cover but also by the content.
This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Boyett:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 was
filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

David Rutherford:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and White Women, Rape, and the Power
of Race in Virginia, 1900-1960 or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes White Women, Rape, and the Power of Race in Virginia, 1900-



1960 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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