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When did you last tell your children to put their hand over their mouth when they yawn? When did you last
suggest that when they are introduced to someone they should shake hands firmly and look them in the eye?
Do you suggest that they should wait until everyone is served before they eat rather than hoover up the best
bit for themselves? Do you demand that your young daughter dress decorously lest she elicit outraged looks?
Do you think that the children of today have disgraceful manners? Unlike, of course, when you were young
... Well, that's certainly what Erasmus of Rotterdam thought in 1530 when he published De Civilitate Morum
Puerilium: A Handbook on Good Manners for Children. He felt that learning good manners was crucial to a
child's upbringing, and that the uncouth and ill-disciplined behaviour around him demanded a new kind of
book. After all, as William of Wykeham memorably said in the 1350s, 'Manners maketh man'.

A Handbook on Good Manners for Children is considered to be the first treatise in Western Europe on the
moral and practical education of children. It was a massive bestseller - indeed the biggest-selling book of the
sixteenth century - going into 130 editions over 300 years and being translated into 22 languages within ten
years of its publication. In it, Erasmus concerns himself with matters such as how to dress, how to behave at
table, how to converse with one's elders and contemporaries, how to address the opposite sex and much else.

For example: Table Manners
'It's just as rude to lick greasy fingers as it is to wipe them on your clothing, Use a cloth or napkin instead.'
'Some people, no sooner than they've sat down, immediately stick their hands into the dishes of food. This is
the manner of wolves.'
'Making a raucous noise or shrieking intentionally when you sneeze, or showing off by carrying on sneezing
on purpose, is very ill-mannered.'
'To fidget around in your seat, and to settle first on one buttock and then the next, gives the impression that
you are repeatedly farting, or trying to fart.'

The advice is as relevant today as it was 500 years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled A Handbook on
Good Manners for Children: De Civilitate Morum Puerilium Libellus? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Maria Casillas:

The reason why? Because this A Handbook on Good Manners for Children: De Civilitate Morum Puerilium
Libellus is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Terry Myers:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Handbook on Good
Manners for Children: De Civilitate Morum Puerilium Libellus, you could enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Joyce Jiminez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. A Handbook on Good Manners for Children: De Civilitate
Morum Puerilium Libellus can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.
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