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Long before Sandra Day O'Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsberg earned their positions on the Supreme Court,
they were preceded in their goal of legal excellence by several intrepid trailblazers.  In Rebels at the Bar,
prize-winning legal historian Jill Norgren recounts the life stories of a small group of nineteenth century
women who were among the first female attorneys in the United States. Beginning in the late 1860s, these
determined rebels pursued the radical ambition of entering the then all-male profession of law. They were
motivated by a love of learning. They believed in fair play and equal opportunity. They desired recognition
as professionals and the ability to earn a good living. 
 
Through a biographical approach, Norgren presents the common struggles of eight women first to train and
to qualify as attorneys, then to practice their hard-won professional privilege. Their story is one of nerve,
frustration, and courage. This first generation practiced civil and criminal law, solo and in partnership. The
women wrote extensively and lobbied on the major issues of the day, but the professional opportunities open
to them had limits. They never had the opportunity to wear the black robes of a judge. They were refused
entry into the lucrative practices of corporate and railroad law. Although male lawyers filled legislatures and
the Foreign Service, presidents refused to appoint these early women lawyers to diplomatic offices and the
public refused to elect them to legislatures.
 
Rebels at the Bar expands our understanding of both women’s rights and the history of the legal profession
in the nineteenth century. It focuses on the female renegades who trained in law and then, like men, fought
considerable odds to create successful professional lives. In this engaging and beautifully written book,
Norgren shares her subjects’ faith in the art of the possible. In so doing, she ensures their place in history.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Rebels at the Bar: The
Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women Lawyers book as starter and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Frank Huynh:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in
the top list in your reading list is Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First
Women Lawyers. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Warren Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of
America's First Women Lawyers or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First Women
Lawyers to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Julian Eaton:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Rebels at the Bar: The Fascinating, Forgotten Stories of America's First
Women Lawyers can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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