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“Gripping . . . a compelling story of personal hubris and humbling defeat.”
—Jack Weatherford,author of the New York Times bestseller Genghis Khan and the Making of the
Modern World

In a masterful dual narrative that pits the heights of human ambition and achievement against the supremacy
of nature, New York Times bestselling author Stephan Talty tells the story of a mighty ruler and a tiny
microbe, antagonists whose struggle would shape the modern world.

In the spring of 1812, Napoleon Bonaparte was at the height of his powers. Forty-five million called him
emperor, and he commanded a nation that was the richest, most cultured, and advanced on earth. No army
could stand against his impeccably trained, brilliantly led forces, and his continued sweep across Europe
seemed inevitable.

Early that year, bolstered by his successes, Napoleon turned his attentions toward Moscow, helming the
largest invasion in human history. Surely, Tsar Alexander’s outnumbered troops would crumble against this
mighty force.

But another powerful and ancient enemy awaited Napoleon’s men in the Russian steppes. Virulent and swift,
this microscopic foe would bring the emperor to his knees.

Even as the Russians retreated before him in disarray, Napoleon found his army disappearing, his frantic
doctors powerless to explain what had struck down a hundred thousand soldiers. The emperor’s vaunted
military brilliance suddenly seemed useless, and when the Russians put their own occupied capital to the
torch, the campaign became a desperate race through the frozen landscape as troops continued to die by the
thousands. Through it all, with tragic heroism, Napoleon’s disease-ravaged, freezing, starving men somehow
rallied, again and again, to cries of “Vive l’Empereur!”

Yet Talty’s sweeping tale takes us far beyond the doomed heroics and bloody clashes of the battlefield. The
Illustrious Dead delves deep into the origins of the pathogen that finally ended the mighty emperor’s dreams
of world conquest and exposes this “war plague’s” hidden role throughout history. A tale of two unstoppable
forces meeting on the road to Moscow in an epic clash of killer microbe and peerless army, The Illustrious
Dead is a historical whodunit in which a million lives hang in the balance.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Here thing why that The Illustrious Dead: The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest
Army are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Illustrious Dead: The
Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Illustrious Dead:
The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Illustrious
Dead: The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army in e-book can be your
alternative.

Kayla Wilson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Illustrious Dead:
The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army is kind of publication which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Stephen Thrush:

The Illustrious Dead: The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Illustrious Dead: The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed
Napoleon's Greatest Army yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



By the book The Illustrious Dead: The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army we
can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this
book The Illustrious Dead: The Terrifying Story of How Typhus Killed Napoleon's Greatest Army. You can
more inviting than now.
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