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What is a person? This fundamental question is a perennial concern of philosophers and theologians. But,
Christian Smith here argues, it also lies at the center of the social scientist’s quest to interpret and explain
social life. In this ambitious book, Smith presents a new model for social theory that does justice to the best
of our humanistic visions of people, life, and society.

Finding much current thinking on personhood to be confusing or misleading, Smith finds inspiration in
critical realism and personalism. Drawing on these ideas, he constructs a theory of personhood that forges a
middle path between the extremes of positivist science and relativism. Smith then builds on the work of
Pierre Bourdieu, Anthony Giddens, and William Sewell to demonstrate the importance of personhood to our
understanding of social structures. From there he broadens his scope to consider how we can know what is
good in personal and social life and what sociology can tell us about human rights and dignity.

Innovative, critical, and constructive, What Is a Person? offers an inspiring vision of a social science
committed to pursuing causal explanations, interpretive understanding, and general knowledge in the service
of truth and the moral good.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book What Is a Person?: Rethinking Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral
Good from the Person Up seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide What Is a Person?: Rethinking
Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good from the Person Up is not only giving you more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book What Is a Person?: Rethinking
Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good from the Person Up. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Nancy Hedrick:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving What Is a Person?: Rethinking
Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good from the Person Up that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick What Is a Person?: Rethinking Humanity, Social Life,
and the Moral Good from the Person Up become your personal starter.

Tina Alley:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. What Is a Person?: Rethinking Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good from the
Person Up can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Darryl Payton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The What Is a Person?: Rethinking Humanity, Social Life, and the Moral Good from the Person Up provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.
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