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The study of slavery in the Americas generally assumes a basic racial hierarchy: Africans or those of African
descent are usually the slaves, and white people usually the slaveholders. In this unique interdisciplinary
work of historical archaeology, anthropologist Katherine Hayes draws on years of fieldwork on Shelter
Island’s Sylvester Manor to demonstrate how racial identity was constructed and lived before plantation
slavery was racialized by the legal codification of races.  

 

Using the historic Sylvester Manor Plantation site turned archaeological dig as a case study, Hayes draws on
artifacts and extensive archival material to present a rare picture of northern slavery on one of the North’s
first plantations. The Manor was built in the mid-17th century by British settler Nathaniel Sylvester, whose
family owned Shelter Island until the early 18th century and whose descendants still reside in the Manor
House. There, as Hayes demonstrates, white settlers, enslaved Africans, and Native Americans worked side
by side. While each group played distinct roles on the Manor and in the larger plantation economy of which
Shelter Island was part, their close collaboration and cohabitation was essential for the Sylvester family’s
economic and political power in the Atlantic Northeast. Through the lens of social memory and forgetting,
this study addresses the significance of Sylvester Manor’s plantation history to American attitudes about
diversity, Indian land politics, slavery and Jim Crow, in tension with idealized visions of white colonial
community.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans,
and Indians at Long Island's Sylvester Manor Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early American Places) book because
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sam Holmes:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Slavery before
Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indians at Long Island's Sylvester Manor Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early
American Places) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indians at Long Island's Sylvester Manor
Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early American Places)is the main of several books in which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Brian Pena:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans,
and Indians at Long Island's Sylvester Manor Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early American Places) guide written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indians at Long
Island's Sylvester Manor Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early American Places) as good book but not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Shelia Sepulveda:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indians at Long Island's Sylvester Manor
Plantation, 1651-1884 (Early American Places). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving



behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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