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The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 examines the most momentous years in papal history.
Popes Benedict XV (1914-1922), Pius XI (1922-1939), and Pius XII (1939-1958) faced the challenges of
two world wars and the Cold War, and threats posed by totalitarian dictatorships like Italian Fascism,
German National Socialism, and Communism in Russia and China. The wars imposed enormous strains
upon the unity of Catholics and the hostility of the
totalitarian regimes to Catholicism lead to the Church facing persecution and martyrdom on a scale similar to
that experienced under the Roman Empire and following the French Revolution.

At the same time, these were years of growth, development, and success for the papacy. Benedict healed the
wounds left by the 'modernist' witch hunt of his predecessor and re-established the papacy as an influence in
international affairs through his peace diplomacy during the First World War. Pius XI resolved the 'Roman
Question' with Italy and put papal finances on a sounder footing. He also helped reconcile the Catholic
Church and science by establishing the Pontifical Academy of Sciences
and took the first steps to move the Church away from entrenched anti-Semitism. Pius XI continued his
predecessor's policy of the 'indigenisation' of the missionary churches in preparation for de-colonisation. Pius
XII fully embraced the media and other means of publicity, and with his infallible
promulgation of the Assumption in 1950, he took papal absolutism and centralism to such heights that he has
been called the 'last real pope'. Ironically, he also prepared the way for the Second Vatican Council.
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the
Christian Church).

Octavio Martin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) suitable to you?
The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Papacy in the
Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church)is a single of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Donald Fujita:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one place to other place.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church) we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
this book The Papacy in the Age of Totalitarianism, 1914-1958 (Oxford History of the Christian Church).
You can more pleasing than now.
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