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Chavistas are the local leaders and activists in Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution, working to establish
democracy through government-sponsored social missions, community self-governance, and popular
collectives. We Are the State! tells the story of their grassroots activism. In perspectives gleaned from
participant observation with barrio residents in workplaces, communal kitchens, city-wide forums, and
grassroots meetings and assemblies, as well as family and recreational events, anthropologist Cristobal
Valencia vividly recounts tensions between activists, local officials, and the wealthy opposition.

The author offers an anthropological analysis of the state, social movements, and democracy as lived
experiences of the poor, gendered, and racialized residents of two parishes in Caracas, Venezuela, and Afro-
Venezuelan communities nearby. Ethnographic research reveals the shift in relationships of power and the
evolving political practices among the Chavistas, the Chávez government, and the opposition. Examining the
subjective experiences of barrio residents in everyday processes of state formation, this book provides a new
perspective on the Chavistas, arguing that they are a broad-based social movement and driving force behind
a revolution struggling to transfer state power to organized civil society.

Through his intense engagement with the constantly changing social, political, and economic dynamics,
Valencia dramatically challenges top-down understandings of the state and power in Venezuela. He shows
the unequal relationships between sectors of civil society, and he shows state formation as a process
enmeshed in the struggles for social justice, demonstrating that the state is a sociopolitical entity that acts
through civil society, rather than above it.
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From reader reviews:

Lenora Hungate:

The e-book with title We Are the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution posesses a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Bruce Bracey:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like We Are the State!: Barrio
Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Martin Hanson:

You may get this We Are the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.

Santiago Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this We Are
the State!: Barrio Activism in Venezuela's Bolivarian Revolution.
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