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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

In this magisterial book, a monument of history and biography that was awarded the National Book Award
and the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction, renowned journalist Neil Sheehan tells the story of Lieutenant Colonel
John Paul Vann–"the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam"–and of the tragedy that destroyed that country
and the lives of so many Americans.

Outspoken and fearless, John Paul Vann arrived in Vietnam in 1962, full of confidence in America's might
and right to prevail. A Bright Shining Lie reveals the truth about the war in Vietnam as it unfolded before
Vann's eyes: the arrogance and professional corruption of the U.S. military system of the 1960s, the
incompetence and venality of the South Vietnamese army, the nightmare of death and destruction that began
with the arrival of the American forces. Witnessing the arrogance and self-deception firsthand, Vann put his
life and career on the line in an attempt to convince his superiors that the war should be fought another way.
But by the time he died in 1972, Vann had embraced the follies he once decried. He went to his grave
believing that the war had been won.

A haunting and critically acclaimed masterpiece, A Bright Shining Lie is a timeless account of the American
experience in Vietnam–a work that is epic in scope, piercing in detail, and told with the keen understanding
of a journalist who was actually there. Neil Sheehan' s classic serves as a stunning revelation for all who
thought they understood the war.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Robertson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the reserve untitled A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam can be excellent book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

David Bergeron:

A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A
Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

John Smithers:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is usually A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in
Vietnam. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Eun Christensen:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book A
Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam. You can more attractive than now.
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